Campground Missions in Townsend, Tennessee

Townsend is located in Blount County, Tennessee. Townsend is a gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

The City of Townsend’s year-round population is less than 300. Just over 2400 live in the ZIP code area. About 1.5 million park visitors pass through Townsend annually.

Townsend has several commercial campgrounds. Each summer, thousands of people stay one or more nights in these campgrounds.

CHilhowee ARea Ministries (CHARM) is part of Chilhowee Baptist Association. CHARM’s purpose is evangelism. Our method is service. We serve people who live, work or play in Blount County.

CHARM uses volunteer mission teams to conduct day camps for camping children and family fun activities for camping families.

At each of these venues, the teams give a clear gospel witness appropriate to the setting and culture.

Team Requirements
Each team member should be a believer and follower of Christ.

Teams can be all adults or youth/adults. For teams with young people, there must be one adult for every three youths.

There is no maximum age.

The minimum age for a team member is 12.

Younger children may come with a team, providing that the team provides proper care for the child. Team members’ children under age 12 are encouraged to attend the day camps and evening programs along with campers. Off-site care is recommended for those children who cannot participate or those whose tender age may distract the team or campers.

Teams are responsible for all transportation, meals and lodging. Teams must provide all materials and supplies needed for their day camps and family programs, as well as adequate transportation to and from the campgrounds and lodging place.

CHARM charges a small per person fee for team members, to help offset our costs and fund other mission activities throughout the year. By paying the fee, team members are on mission with CHARM even after they return home.

Team Size
Six to 12 people can easily conduct day camps or family programs. Teams with more than 12 members may be asked to serve in two locations or use some members in another mission setting in Townsend.

Schedules
Weekday teams arrive on Sunday, attend a brief orientation with CHARM staff and settle into lodging.

Monday through Friday the team conducts day camp from 9 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., including set up and clean up.

Teams are free each afternoon.

Each evening, teams conduct fun family activities in the same campground where they held day camp. The time, including set up and clean up, is 7 p.m. until 8:45 p.m.

Teams depart at their own schedule any time after the Friday family program.

CHARM also uses some weekend teams.

Day Camps
Day camps primarily attract children of elementary school age but teams should be prepared for the possibility that younger children or teens will attend.

Day camps must include early arrival activities, Bible story, game and/or craft, and snack. Music is good too, if the team can provide it. The curriculum is chosen by the team and the team chooses the order of activities.

Day camps are held in the campground at a covered picnic shelter with tables, electrical power and overhead lights.

Family Activities
Family Fun Nights are for camping families, both adults and children. Proper preparation should be made to engage people of all ages and all physical abilities.

The program should be a blend secular and spiritual activities, designed to attract non-believers as well as believers and to connect them with the gospel and with Christians.

Programs must include early arrival activities, a main activity and a gospel witness.

Activities that work well include Bingo and other games, auction, watermelon feed, cookouts, theme nights such as 50s or western, county fair and many others.

Activities that do not work well are Bible reading and pulpit-style preaching. Remember that campers are being invited to a program of fun activities, not to church.

Sharing the Gospel
We encourage all team members to give a witness of their faith in Christ while on mission with CHARM.

Our feeling is that people should see Christians live out their faith at least as much as they hear us telling them that they should be a Christian.

We ask you to speak individually to children about salvation. Do not give an invitation to a group of children.

At the family programs, a personal witness of how Jesus impacts your life, given naturally and casually as part of your overall program, is very effective.

The family programs are held in the same pavilion where day camps are conducted.

For more information, contact Ricky Sims at rickysims56@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/charm.smokies
Servant Evangelism in Townsend

At CHARM, we refer to servant evangelism activities as Upside Down Missions. This is taken from the mention in Scripture that Jesus’ disciples turned the world upside down. 

We want to turn Townsend upside down for Christ. We realize that in order to do that, we must turn upside down the thinking of some people who have a resistance to the gospel.

For instance, people who are opposed to the gospel are not opposed to ice cream, so we begin with ice cream. Teams purchase ice cream and cones from the local grocery (thus serving the store owner and staff) and give away free ice cream cones to customers leaving the store.

When people ask natural questions like, “Why is it free?” or “Who are you and why are you doing this?” we are able to give a witness.

Some other Upside Down activities are:

· Giving free bottled water to people in Townsend

· Prayer walking in Townsend

· Prayer hiking in the national park

· Giving free cold drinks to people who have just floated down Little River in inner tube

· Giving simple gift packs to workers in Townsend businesses

Teams must provide transportation to and from the venues where they are serving. 

Teams provide all the supplies they will use in their activities.

Some campground teams like to do one or more afternoons of Upside Down Missions. Other teams come just to do the Upside Down things.

Schedules can be customized to the availability of teams, within the best time frames for the activities. 

For more information, contact Joe or Linda Ledford (see above).

